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the error of believing that these parallels in thought and conduct indicate
that psychologically they are identical in meaning for the individuals
concerned. Neurotic or psychotic behavior in any case represents an in-
ability of the individual to meet or to handle the demands of a given
society and culture. Thus the fears of malevolent magic among the Berens
River Indians or the Ekoi are from their standpoint not irrational; these
are real dangers as defined by the culture of those societies. But indi-
viduals like W. B. and }. D. among the Berens River Indians were looked
upon as neurotics in that society because their fears deviated in quan-
tity and quality from those laid down by their culture. The deviant,
therefore, must be considered as an individual who fails to meet the
stresses and demands imposed on him by a given culture, and his failure
to adapt himself may have, and usually does have, constitutional and also
social-psychological and cultural foundations.
With these matters in mind we shall in the next chapter consider
neurotic and psychotic thought and conduct as we find them in our own
society, indicating the interplay of various factors in producing these aber-
rant manifestations.